Sample Press Release

National Gay Men's HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, held annually on September 27th, was to recognize the disproportionate number of gay and bisexual men impacted by HIV/AIDS.  Gay and bisexual men represent 81 percent of new HIV infections among men, with young African American gay and bisexual men comprising 58 percent of those diagnoses.
	
CDC data shows that more than 90 percent of new infections could be prevented if people are diagnosed, get care and treatment sooner.  Individuals who have been diagnosed with HIV are less likely to transmit their infection, in part because people who know they have HIV are more likely to take steps to protect their partners from infection. Now more than ever, it's important for gay and bisexual men to know and talk about their HIV status, prevention and treatment options.


Facts:
· HIV continues to disproportionally affect gay and bisexual men of color and youth.
· African American gay and bisexual men (13 to 24 years old) are two times more likely to be infected than any other group of young men having sex with men.
· Young African American gay men face many social and economic barriers like poverty, homelessness, stigma, and homophobia that increase their risk and limit successful health care outcomes.
· The CDC recommends that sexually active young gay men get tested at least once a year and high risk men should consider getting tested every 3 to 6 months. 
· “XYZ Organization” is committed to working with partner organizations across the United States to develop and share tools and resources to encourage testing, and to make it as simple and accessible as possible.


“XYZ Organization” needs the help of prevention partners and community allies in the fight against HIV/AIDS to encourage all gay and bisexual men to acquire the knowledge and tools they need to protect themselves and their partners from HIV infection and to lead healthy lives.



About National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
Gay and bisexual men are more severely affected by HIV than any other group in the United States. This fact explains why September 27 is designated National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day.

The CDC cites that gay and bisexual men account for 65% of the 47,352 estimated HIV diagnoses among all people receiving an HIV diagnosis in 2013. That same year, gay and bisexual men accounted for 55% of the estimated number of persons diagnosed with AIDS in the United States.

Find more information about National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day visit http://www.cdc.gov/Features/NGMHAAD/ 
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DRAFT Radio PSA Script -- live copy

Use: Immediate:  
Time: 30 seconds
Agency: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Prevention Information Network
Title: "Protect Yourself and Your Partner. Start Talking. Stop HIV."

Main Point: September 27th is National Gay Men's HIV/AIDS Awareness Day and recognizes the disproportionate number of gay and bisexual men impacted by HIV/AIDS, particularly among African Americans and youth men. 


Start Talking. Stop HIV. 

September 27th is National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, a time to support all gay, bisexual, and young men who have sex with men.

Learn how to protect yourself and your partner; get tips and strategies to talk about testing, your status, and condoms; and learn about new options like medicines that prevent and treat HIV at cdc.gov/ActAgainstAIDS/StartTalking.

Visit GetTested.cdc.gov to quickly and easily find confidential HIV testing locations.

 This message provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.




















